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Good afternoon,
 
Please see attached response to the BC Utilities Commissions’ request for comments on the
Residential two-tier electricity rates. I have also attached the request for comments for easy
reference.
 
The CSRD Board thanks you for the opportunity to comment,
Emily Johnson
Executive Assistant | Corporate Administration Services
Columbia Shuswap Regional District
T: 250.833.5922 | F: 250-832-3375 | TF: 1.888.248.2773
E: ejohnson@csrd.bc.ca | W: www.csrd.bc.ca
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Letter of Comment



In accordance with the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, to submit a letter of comment concerning an application currently before the Commission, please provide a completed form to commission.secretary@bcuc.com. If email is unavailable, please mail the form to the address above. By doing so, you acknowledge that all letters of comment are published with the author's name as part of the public evidentiary record, both in print copy and on the Commission's website. All personal contact information provided on this page is removed before posting to the website. Forms must be received by the Commission by the last filing date included in the proceeding's regulatory timetable before final arguments.







		Proceeding name: Residential Two-Tier Electricity Rates







Are you currently registered as an intervener or interested party? [ Yes / No ]







		Name (first and last): Rhona Martin, CSRD Board Chair, on behalf of the CSRD Board



		City: Columbia Shuswap Regional District (CSRD)

		Province: BC



		Email: ejohnson@csrd.bc.ca 

		Phone: 250-833-5922
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Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street

Vancouver, BC  Canada  V6Z 2N3



Phone:  (604)  660-4700

BC Toll Free:  1-800-663-1385

Fax:  (604)  660-1102

www.bcuc.com









The BC Utilities Commission is authorized to collect and publish a person or organization's personal information when they participate in a matter before the Commission under sections 26(c) and 33.1(r)(ii) and (iii) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPPA). Subject to FOIPPA, all documents filed in respect to an application will be placed on the public record.

The BC Utilities Commission is authorized to collect and publish a person or organization's personal information when they participate in a matter before the Commission under sections 26(c) and 33.1(r)(ii) and (iii) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPPA). Subject to FOIPPA, all documents filed in respect to an application will be placed on the public record.

Letter of Comment



		Name (first and last): Rhona Martin, Chair of the CSRD Board

		Date: November 22, 2016







Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.



		Thank you for requesting comments regarding the residential two-tier electricity rates. The Columbia Shuswap Regional District (CSRD) Board discussed the request at its November 17, 2016 Board meeting and noted that there are residents in the rural electoral areas that are currently not served by natural gas within the Province. Prices of electric heating are higher, therefore the two tier rate structure is unfair. In light of this, the Board passed the following resolution:



THAT: the Board request that the BC Utilities Commission and Union of BC Municipalities look into eliminating the BC Hydro and Fortis BC two tier rate structure for those areas not currently served by natural gas within the Province.



Thank you for this opportunity to comment. The CSRD Board appreciates your attention to the two tier rate structure and hopes to see changes in the future.
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Request for Comments


Residential two-tier electricity rates


Most residents in BC pay for electricity on a two-tier rate (known as a residential inclining block rate or a


residential conservation rate). Under the two-tier rates, customers pay a lower price for electricity consumed up


to a threshold and a higher price for electricity consumed above the threshold.


The BC Minister of Energy and Mines has asked the British Columbia Utilities Commission to report to the


government on the impact of these two-tier rates.


Request for your comments


As part of the Commission's review, BC Hydro and FortisBC have filed reports on the impacts these rates have


had on their customers. The Commission is seeking comments on BC Hydro and FortisBC's reports.


These reports, titled BC Hydro Utility Report and FortisBC Utility Report, can be found on the Commission's


website at www.bcuc.com under Current Proceedings > BCUC RIB Rate Report > Hearing and Other Documents


or http://www.bcuc.com/ApplicationView.aspx ?Applicationld=506.


Please provide your comments using the Commission's Letter of Comment Form found online at


http://www.bcuc.com/Register-Letter-of-Comment.aspx. All comments must be received in writing.


Please send your written comments by email or mail to the Commission Secretary on or before Thursday,


November 24, 2016 at:


Email: Commission.Secretary@bcuc.com


Mail: Ms. Laurel Ross


Acting Commission Secretary


BC Utilities Commission


Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street


Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3


For more information please contact the Commission using the contact information above or by phone at
1-800-663-1385.












