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Public Hearing Submission – Bylaw No. 900-25 

I support the proposal to increase the maximum size for residential docks to 30 m2 and
increasing the maximum size for docks related to public park use to 40 m2. 
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D.S.Cunliffe, P.Eng. 
Consulting Services        Consulting Engineering 
 
8 – 5260 SQUILAX ANGLEMONT ROAD, CELISTA, B.C.  V0E 1M6                               CELL (250) 851-6852   FAX (800) 831-5791 
                EMAIL: DaveCunliffe@AirspeedWireless.ca  

 
May 27, 2019 
 
 
Christine LeFloch, Planner 
Columbia Shuswap Regional District 
555 Harbourfront Drive NE  
PO Box 978 
Salmon Arm, BC  V1E 4P1 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Subject: Lakes Zoning Amendment - Bylaw No. 900-25 
 
 
I am writing to express my concern about the proposed amendments to Bylaw 900. 
 

1. Dock Size 
 
I believe the CSRD should adopt the provincial guidelines for dock size.  The focus 
needs to be on boater’s needs and safety, not some arbitrary number that has no 
basis in fish science or aesthetics.  The province has expertise in both matters and 
I believe the CSRD should recognize this and not try to create another source of 
conflict on the lake.  Furthermore, having Bylaw 900 consistent with provincial 
rules will make the next change a seamless process.  The province has already 
changed their approach on dock size twice during the life of Bylaw 900 and will 
undoubtably do it again.    
 
The proposed increase from 24 m2 to 30 m2 is a waste of time and shows a lack of 
boating experience on the part of whoever proposed this change.  This minor 
change would allow a 10’ wide dock to increase in length from 25.8’ to 32.3’.  A 
six-foot change in length will not begin to address the safety concerns of docking 
larger vessels in rough weather. 
 

2. Dock Width 
 
The change from 3.0 m to 3.05 m while correcting to a 10’ width may sound good, 
doesn’t address the physical reality of construction materials.   
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The minimum dock width using standard materials for an aluminum dock with flow 
through decking is 5-2’ deck panels, 2” per side for the aluminum frame, and 
another 2” per side for plastic edging for a total width of 10’-8” or 3.25 m.   
 
The minimum dock width using standard materials for a wood decked dock is 10’ 
long boards, 1 5/8” per side for fender planks, and 2” per side for plastic dock edge 
for a total width of 10’-7 1/4” or 3.23 m. 
 
The proposed change to 3.05 m seems to address the fact that dock materials come 
in Imperial measure but does not reflect real conditions. 
   
The same problem will affect the proposed change in walkway width from 1.5 m 
to 1.52 m.  There seems to be no understanding of the materials used in 
construction. 
 

3. Unobstructed Foreshore 
 
In principle, I support the right of the public to be able to walk unimpeded by docks 
on the foreshore.  I believe however that this topic can’t be addressed by changes 
to the OCP’s that might lead to new DP rules or Bylaw provisions.  The problem is 
that any dock that blocks public access is already prohibited by the province and by 
Riparian Common Law.  Older docks will be grandfathered as existing non-
conforming in new CSRD Bylaws and unless the province is willing to enforce 
their rules, the obstructions will still remain. 
 
I think the CSRD’s efforts would be better spent working with the province to 
remove obstructions rather than create new rules that will have no material effect. 

 
In summary, I feel the proposed bylaw amendments do nothing to address boating safety 
or the needs of waterfront owners.  I strongly encourage the Board to reject Bylaw 900-25 
and go back to the drawing board, but this time with a bit more common sense.   
 
Please call if you have any questions. 
  
 
Yours truly, 

 
D.S.Cunliffe, P.Eng. 
 
 Cc  Director Simpson, Area F 
  Director Demenok, Area C 
 



From: info@csrd.bc.ca on behalf of Columbia Shuswap Regional District
To: Planning Public Email address
Subject: Form submission from: Comment Form - Lakes Zoning Amendment (CSRD) Bylaw No. 900-25
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2019 9:14:41 AM

Submitted on Saturday, May 18, 2019 - 09:14
Submitted by anonymous user: 
Submitted values are:

1. I live or own property in: Electoral Area F (North Shuswap including
Scotch Creek, Lee Creek, Magna Bay, Anglemont, Celista)
*Other (please explain): :
2. I am a: Waterfront owner
*Other (please explain): Own waterfront and semi water front.
3. I currently: Own a dock and a boat
*Other (please explain):
This proposed dock size is: Too small
What size would you recommend? 12’x36’
5. Other comments you would like to share?
The Shuswap is the largest natural free flow body
Of water in BC. Where and what is the logic behind the current size and
proposed size and  Why the size restriction on this huge lake?
6. If staff have questions regarding your comments, may we contact you? : Yes
Email address: : 




