






Attachment to Application for Economic Opportunity Funds 
 
The prospect of establishing a Community Forest in the Golden Timber Supply Area (TSA) has 
been a long standing notion amongst a number of local residents for nearly two decades.  As timber 
harvesting volumes steadily decrease across the land base and the requirements for timber types 
becomes specialized amongst major licensees, as appurtenances of mills to communities no longer 
applies, and as major forest companies further disengage with communities in visions of desires and 
needs, the idealism of community forestry is becoming increasingly valid. 
 
A Community Forest can be described as any forestry operation managed by a local government, 
community group, Indigenous Nation or community-held corporation for the benefit of the entire 
community. Community forestry involves the three pillars of sustainable development: social, 
ecological, and economic sustainability. At its core, community forestry is about local control over 
and enjoyment of the monetary and non-monetary benefits offered by local forest resources. 
 
Rural communities and Indigenous Nations see community forests as a tool to help support their 
local economies and provide long term employment opportunities. Community Forests support 
local livelihoods, promote community participation and foster long term environmental stewardship. 
They encourage communication and strengthen relationships between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous communities and individuals. They seek to promote innovation, conflict resolution and 
economic diversification. They provide opportunities for local training and skills-development. 
 
Community forest agreements in BC are granted only to legal entities representing community 
interests. These may be a local government, an Indian Band (as defined under the Canada Indian 
Act), or a society, cooperative, or corporation that is community controlled and representative of 
community interests. They give the holder exclusive rights to harvest Crown timber on a specific 
land base (area based) and may grant the right to manage and charge fees for non-timber botanical 
products and any other prescribed forest products. Agreements are granted for a period of 25 years, 
replaceable every 10 years. Planning requirements are flexible enough to accommodate broadly 
based community objectives and allow for innovative and unconventional forest management. 
 
There are over 50 Community Forests in BC today, ostensibly producing local economic benefits, 
while also providing for a variety of other forest uses deemed important to their adjacent 
populations, and being particularly sensitive to environmental longevity.  This many licenses is a 
testament to their viability.  The numerous benefits of community forestry include: 
 

• Long-term community economic development resulting in the increased self-reliance of rural 
communities. 

• Local employment in rural communities. 

• Local-level decision making that leads to locally appropriate decisions and improves the 
incentives to consider the long-term benefits of sustainable management. 

• Increased potential to resolve conflicts over timber harvesting in watersheds and other sensitive 
areas. 

• Protection of drinking watersheds, viewscapes, and other values that are important to 
communities and to local and regional economic activity. 

• Enhanced opportunities for education and research. Community forests can be laboratories for 
testing innovative forest practices. 

• Community participation in resource management leads to an improved awareness of forest 
management among members of the public. 



The notional outcry for a Community Forest has once again waxed in the community and a group 
of individuals being Golden’s Mayor and CAO, the Area ‘A’ Director and two long-time residents 
and professional foresters have caucused and agreed that the time is right to finally research and 
determine the economic viability and local social requisites would be of a Community Forest.   
 
Doing so will require the consultancy of a field professional(s) over a number of months to 
determine technical opportunities and constraints with respect to available volumes, types and 
locations of merchantable timber, and both the political and bureaucratic protocols to summit in 
order to achieve a license.  Also needed is a community scan of some depth including local and 
regional Indigenous Peoples to surmise support, partnership opportunities, and collective visions 
defining a Community Forest’s purpose and its expectations by those supporters. 
 
The above group of individuals has recently met personally with the Minister of Forests, Lands, and 
Natural Resource Operations to speak of salient issues around this topic including Annual 
Allowable Cut deliberations, volume apportionment, and the application process for a Community 
Forest license.  While unable to offer any guarantees, the Minister encouraged the community to 
undertake this very process that would potentially lead to an application to his office for such 
license.  The timing is furthermore excellent for this project as the processes for determining the  
 
The Town of Golden plans to submit an application by July 31st to the 5th uptake of the Rural 
Development Fund Program administered by the Province to fund this consultancy initiative.  
Under the program requirements, 20% of project costs must come from the applicant; hence, the 
$15,000 request for EOF as 20% of an overall budget of $75,000.  The budget is reflective of 
consultant fees and expenses, research and publication needs, consultative processes and associated 
costs, development of preliminary partnership agreements and terms of reference, and travel and 
expenses as required for high level meetings with the Minister or executive level bureaucrats as 
required. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this application to Policy F-29.  I look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 
Jon Wilsgard, CAO 
Town of Golden 
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